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30/09/22 

Friday mornings at school 

 

Responding 

 

There’s this thing I do. It’s a bit annoying, but I do it. I guess you could say it’s a habit. 

Sometimes I annoy even myself by doing it, but I can’t help it. 

I’ll try to explain. 

So there are things that people believe and have believed for a long time, old, accepted truths. I 

probably need to give you an example here. Okay. Let’s go with the old accepted truth that 

failure is bad. Failure is bad, don’t fail, succeed instead. You should feel ashamed of yourself if 

you fail. That’s the old accepted truth. But now there are challenges to that truth, because now 

people say the opposite, they tell young people that failure is good, failure is what makes you 

learn, failure is great, shoot for the moon and you just might hit the stars, you haven’t failed 

you’ve just found ten thousand ways that don’t work, failure’s amazing, I love failure. That’s 

what they say, that’s the modern response to an old accepted truth, and now everywhere you go 

you don’t even see the old truth anymore, it’s been replaced, it’s been responded to, everywhere 

you go you just see the new challenge: Failure is good. That’s not even a contrary position 

anymore, it’s become the new accepted truth. It’s a whole philosophy. I’ve worked in education 

for a while now and I’ve heard it so many times. Growth mindset, don’t say you can’t do it say 

you can’t do it yet, embrace the failure. I even remember in my MA degree, my tutor telling me 

that they thought failure was a big theme in my work, and they said I should be reminded that 

failure is good.  

So that’s where we are. Failure is good.  

And then there’s me, in my hipstierian, iconoclastic way, and I’m here I want to say, ‘Hey, let’s 

wait a minute.’ I want to ask things like, is failure really that good? I want to challenge this new 

challenge, I want to respond to the response. I’m like, the time I failed my driving test, was that 

supposed to make me happy? And what about the time I successfully passed my driving test? 

Was I supposed to be sad that I didn’t fail? 

This is sounding like a stand up comedy routine, and a bad one. But I guess the reason, besides 

from my being a chronic cynic, I want to respond to this response is because it seems a little bit 

dangerous, to let someone fail and fail and tell themselves they’re doing fine. If a string of 



2 
 

failures eventually leads to a success, then failure is okay. It’s not good. Failure is not good. You 

should not welcome it.  

Alright, yes, I guess it’s obvious really that the point of this fuzzy message, this whole philosophy 

that’s replaced its old counterpart, is to prevent fear, is to encourage someone who’s so afraid of 

failure that they won’t even try. I’ve definitely worked with students who fit that description. 

And I haven’t got as much stuff to say about that, except, that if you are someone who’s terrified 

of failing, make sure that the time you do try something, make sure the reason you’re trying is 

not because you’ve been convinced that failure is good, don’t fool yourself into thinking there’s a 

safety net there, because no matter how pithily they can put this stuff on motivational posters, 

failure won’t make you feel good. If you are going to try and succeed, make sure that you’re 

brave enough to accept the failure even when the failure is just as bad as you’d feared. Try it 

because you’re brave enough to think you’re not going to fail.  

I guess the point here is really about how I’m annoying and like to try and disprove widely held 

beliefs. There’s some other examples of this annoying little responding to the response thing I 

do. They all have pretty much the same argument underneath them. Some examples are: children 

should express themselves. Being ugly is beautiful. Being alone is good. You don’t need money 

to be happy.  

With that last one, yes, I guess you don’t need money to be happy, but you can’t be happy if 

you’ve got no money.  

 

 

 


